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AN “INTERNATIONAL BANKER’S” 


View OF THE LEAGUE oF Na- 
TIons—An address by Otto H. 
Kahn—will be 
y. FP. 


distributed to 


A. members this week. 
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BELGIUM MAKES PROPOSALS 





‘T° HE persistent rumor that Belgium 
was becoming increasingly dissatis- 
fied with the turn of events in the Ruhr is 
confirmed by reports of the Belgian docu- 
ment recently submitted to the French 
government. The most important propos- 
als in the document are that the military 
occupation of the Ruhr should virtually 
cease, and the German debt be looked upon 
henceforth as a commercial and not a war 
debt. The Belgian experts have reached 
the conclusion that a minimum of 2,800,- 
000,000 gold marks yearly can be obtained 
from Germany, the receipts to come chiefly 
from monopolies with considerable Allied 
representation acting as agents in Ger- 
many for the sale and export of certain 
products and commodities, from the state 
railways, and from coal deliveries. In ad- 
dition, the Belgian proposals envisage a 
further unknown sum to be secured by a 
25 per cent interest in the German indus- 
tries. The German suggestion of a large 
international loan is set aside. 

The Belgian disposition towards a set- 
tlement undoubtedly arises from the fact 
that since her demands have already been 
partly met by Germany she has not the 
same stake as France in a continued occu- 
pation of the Ruhr which is proving very 
demoralizing to certain of her industries. 

Premiers Poincaré and Theunis were to 
meet in Brussels on June 6 for a prelim- 
inary discussion of the reparations ques- 
tion, following which it is understood that 
a more extended conference will take place 
in Paris, in which the British and Italian 
Premiers will join. A new German note is 
looked for this week. 

Premier Stanley Baldwin is evidently 
prepared to play a more active part in the 
reparation settlement than did his prede- 


cessor. Referring to the settlement of the 
“delicate question of the Anglo-American 
debt” in a statement to the Petit Parisien, 
he declared recently, “You can count on 
me to do my part with the greatest deter- 
mination. Perhaps in the beginning we 
will meet with temporary checks, but I am 
certain that in the end success will crown 
our efforts.” 





HE tension between the French and 

English over the decree of the Saar 
Valley Commission suppressing free 
speech and the freedom of the press* has 
been eased for the moment by the French 
promise that the offending decree will be 
modified by the Governing Commission of 
the Saar which is dominated by French 
influence. A special meeting of the Council 
of the League has been called for this 
purpose. 

Great Britain on May 31 gave formal 
notice that she would insist at the next 
meeting of the League Council] that the 
administration of the Saar Valley should 
be made the subject for investigation by 
the League. The French Government has 
announced that it would oppose any such 
investigation, not kecause it questions the 
right of the League in the matter but be- 
cause such an inves‘igation would create a 
condition contrary to good order in the 
territory and weaker the prestige both of 
the League and the governing commission. 

The question inevittbly arises as to 
whether it is more imyortant to preserve 
the prestige of the Leage among the Ger- 
mans in the Saar, or ammg the people of 
the rest of the world who should demand 
from the League impartal administration 
of the territory entrusted ‘c it. C. M. 





* Bulletin, Vol. II, No. 27, May 18, 192. 
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EWSPAPER reports of the proceed- 
ings of the League of Nations Com- 
mission on Opium now sitting in Geneva 
indicate that the commission is apparently 
playing into the hands of those who have 
accused it of temporizing with the interna- 
tional opium traffic. The dispatches are 
fragmentary and intermittent, but those 
available indicate that the proposals pre- 
sented by the American delegation headed 
by Representative Stephen G. Porter, 
which, briefly summarized, demand the 
restriction of opium production to the 
amount needed for medical and scientific 
purposes, are not likely to be adopted ex- 
cept with reservations which would seri- 
ously emasculate their practical signifi- 
cance, 

After a week of debate, the American 
program was accepted “in principle” with 
the following reservations: 

(1) That the use of opium according to estab- 
lished usage in India is legitimate under the 
Hague Convention. 

(2) That the use of prepared opium is legitimate 
so long as used subject to and in accord 
with Chapter II. of the Hague Convention. 

(3) That the production and export of opium 
are legitimate, provided it is produced and 
exported as provided for under the Hague 
Convention. 

The American delegation, which consists 
in addition to Mr. Porter, the chairman, of 
Bishop Charles H. Brent and Dr. Rupert 
Blue, withdrew from the session of the 
commission which was to consider the 
American report and program with the 
announcement that they were retiring in 
order that the commission could discuss 
the proposals more freely, adding that as 
the program was accompanied by a full 
and detailed explanation, any supplemen- 
tary discussion would be for the moment 
useless. 

Detailed commert on the meeting of the 
commission, which is still in session, will 
be deferred until the return of Mrs. John 
J. Moorhead, who is attending the meeting 
as a representative of the Foreign Policy 
Association. Mrs. Moorheed will make her 
report to the Executive Committee on 
June 20. 








ALESTINE has reverted to British 
rule, according to ¢ recent dispatch ins 
the Christian Science Mnitor, which reports 
a suspension of the ekctive legislative as- 
sembly in Palestine, ty an order declaring 
the recent elections 1ull and void because 
of their boycott by the Arabs. The British 
administration of Palestine will be for an 
indefinite period smilar to that of a crown 
colony under a high commissioner and ad- 
visory council. hfluential Arab organiza- 
tions have steadfastly refused to take any 
part in the formation of a legislative coun- 
cil on the grouwid that such participation 
might commit them to converting Pales- 
tine into a national home for the Jews. 
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The British regime will be continued 
“until there is a clear indication that the 
people of Palestine as a whole are ready 
for self-government.” It has meantime 
been ordered that no ordinance shall be 
passed restricting freedom of conscience 
or religion or discriminating on the 
grounds of race, religion or language. 

The announcement presages at least a 
temporary set-back in the plans for a 
Jewish National Homeland. 


LAW—NOT WAR 


Law—Not War is to be this year’s slo- 
gan for the program of the National 
Council for the Prevention of War, which 
is planning its third nation-wide observ- 
ance of the anniversary of the outbreak of 
war, July 28 and 29, in the interests of 
world peace. 

The following are some of the sugges- 
tions offered by the National Council, 
whereby the same general plan can be car- 
ried out in every community: 

Secure as much space as possible in local news- 
papers and magazines for news items and adver- 
tisements featuring the slogan Law—not War. 

Display Law—not War posters to be obtained 
from the National Council at 25 cents per 100 
or $2.25 per 1,000—$10 for 5,000. 

Organize public meetings, Saturday, July 28, 
or Sunday, July 29, to explain the World Court 
proposal or any other plans for the ultimate 
effective outlawry of war. Any resolutions 
adopted at these meetings should be sent to the 
President, to your two United States Senators, 
and to Senator Henry Cabot Lodge as Chairman 
of the Foreign Relations Committee of the 
United States Senate. Let each copy state to 
whom the other copies are being sent. 

Law—not War pennants may be run up on al! 
flagpoles in the community. 

Where possible, airplanes might be engaged 
for sky-writers to trail the words Law—not War 
in smoke. 


The National Council, through its office 
at 532 Seventeenth Street, N. W., Wash- 
ington, D. C., will co-operate as a clearing 
house in any way which will be helpful. 
Copies of its suggestions in full, and of 
publicity material, will be sent on request 
free of charge—also posters at the prices 
quoted. And these suggestions have been 
drawn up so that they can be carried out, 
in part at least, at home or on vacation and 
by individuals or with committees. 

Please send to the National Council 
copies of any letters going out, with details 
of plans, so that they may hand on ideas 
from one community to another. 





The Executive Committee of the F. P. A. 
gave a small dinner for Sefor Agustin 
Edwards on Thursday evening, June 7. 
Senior Edwards, who is the Chilean Ambas- 
sador to London, was president of the 
recent Pan-American conference at Santi- 
ago. A few people particularly inter- 
ested in Pan-American relations were in- 
vited to join the Executive Committee at 
the dinner. 


The Editors assume responsibility for the opinions expressed in this Bulletin. 
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